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more earnest and self-denying man than he has not been
often seen ; whilst the success which to this day attends
the proclamation of his peculiar views affords a notable
example of the great innovations in faith and practice
that an earnest-minded man can produce amongst the
religiously conservative people of India.

According to popular belief, he was an incarnation
of Krishna, who appeared in this form for the purpose of
leading men to worship him. He was born in the year
1485, just two years after Luther. It is stated that
before and at his birth his parents had many indications
that the child was no ordinary mortal, and that the gods
came down to visit him. Numerous stories of his
miraculous knowledge and power are told, and others
illustrating the character of his teaching. One day,
when his mother offered him sweetmeats to eat, he took
up some clay, as he said that there was no difference
between them. When his attention was called to the
fact that he was standing in an unclean place, and
ordered to wash in the Bhagirathi river, he refused,
because all places were alike holy.

When a boy he was well taught in the village school,
himself became a teacher, and, when his father died,
performed the funeral ceremonies according to the
ritual. But very soon after this the lessons of a book
he carefully read, the Sri Bhagavata, were realized by
him in an extraordinary degree, so that for hours
together he meditated on Krishna, and, impelled by a
mighty enthusiasm, preached, of the intense joy he
found in the contemplation of and devotion to that
deity. It is a curious fact that whilst Chaitanya
himself was an ardent worshipper of Krishna, he
should now be regarded as an incarnation of that
deity. At times, his followers declare, he appeared as